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MARINE 
Living

A SHIPSHAPE SOUTH BAY RESIDENCE BY KAA DESIGN GROUP AND  
MLK STUDIO DRAWS INSPIRATION FROM CONTEMPORARY YACHTS.
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Shelves by Henge, sourced from Mass Beverly, 
become an artful vignette in the great room. 
The sofa is Liaigre via Thomas Lavin, beside  
a multi-level coffee table by Stefan Bishop 
from Ralph Pucci. An MLK Studio for 
Christopher Farr rug unites the space.  

Previous page: The great room extends 
toward the ocean, culminating in a deck 
connected by Fleetwood Windows & Doors 
sliders. Outside, Paola Lenti woven lounge 
chairs from Robina Benson Design House 
surround a Holly Hunt table.
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omes located on The Strand, Los 
Angeles’ 22-mile oceanfront path, 
are mere steps from the sand and 
surf—and the residences that make 
the most of every coveted square 
foot often resemble a layered ship 
deck, says Grant C. Kirkpatrick. 
He’d know: The architect and his 

firm have masterminded nearly three dozen builds on this 
iconic beach promenade over the past 35 years. “Strand homes 
are like docked yachts,” Kirkpatrick observes. “They’re slipped 
into tight spaces, maximize every inch across multiple floors 
and are all about the views but also about flow and indoor-
outdoor relationships.” For this South Bay home designed for  
an active family of four, he says, “We had a vision of it from  
the very start as a luxury sailing vessel.”  

Like many on The Strand, the property is grand but compact. It’s 
just 33 feet wide but three times as deep, and it spans four floors. 
The main level is primarily one airy great room, encompassing the 
living, dining and kitchen areas, with an ocean-facing deck that 
takes design cues from a sailboat’s bow pulpit, Kirkpatrick describes. 
“The backs of luxury yachts are often called ‘beach clubs’ because 
that’s where all the socializing and entertainment happen,” he 
explains. “So this was our notion for this level—a flowing, flexible 
indoor-outdoor space that connects to the water and view.” 
Kirkpatrick placed the private spaces upstairs—a floor that seems to 
“float like the bridge of a ship,” says the architect—while below lies 
the beach level (which opens directly out to the sand), replete with a 
casual bar, lounge area and spa-pool. Finally, a subterranean space 
houses a gym and sauna. And throughout, decks, balconies and 
floor-to-ceiling windows,  as well as an atrium with a pocket 
garden near the stairs, all help connect this long, skinny structure 
back to nature and light, notes Kirkpatrick. General contractor 
Shawn Nelson and his team, also well-versed in building on The 

Strand, created cohesion on each floor through a nautical-inspired, 
durable palette of panel-formed concrete, metal, plaster and wood. 

Designer Meg Joannides was immediately on board (pun intended) 
with crafting interiors as tidy and tailored as those of high-end yachts. 
“We built in everything we could, just the way you might on a ship,” 
she says, pointing out the millwork of the beach-level bar, the custom 
cabinetry of the kitchen and open shelving in the living area of the 
main floor. For the latter, the designer opted to carve into the wall 
and place the shelves into a slightly recessed niche. “Every inch of 
width counts in these long, narrow rooms, and those shelves have 
such a lightness to them, with thin brass connectors that make them 
look like they’re floating,” she comments. The living area shelves  
are where the well-traveled family can place collectibles; directly 
opposite, a white wall in the dining area highlights a custom-
commissioned art piece. “Both of these elements give the great 
room character and interest,” Joannides adds.

The wife acted as a partner to the designer throughout the 
process, even suggesting a visit to artisan Stefan Bishop’s studio  
to consider the make and finish of a key item: the living area’s 
sculptural, stacked maple coffee table. “It’s an organic shape that 
floats off the floor in so many places that, if you squint your eyes,  
it even feels a bit boat-like,” Joannides remarks of the result. The 
table’s darker stain, which nods to other deep-hued slatted wood 
accents in the home, fits right into her idea of an elevated twist on a 
coastal house. “We steered away from the more typical light woods 
and white fabrics,” the designer notes. Wire-brushed, roughened 
and matte surfaces (rather than anything overly sleek or shiny) 
lend the home a casual elegance that feels beach-weathered.

What ultimately made the project so successful, however, is how 
easily Joannides, Nelson and Kirkpatrick worked together. “This 
was such a collaborative effort that many times, I felt like I didn’t 
know where our team’s work ended and theirs began,” Joannides 
says. In other words, this crew ran a very tight ship. And it shows  
in every last inch of the vessel. 

H

Opposite: Slatted sapele wood—common in nautical environments—accents the staircase 
and plays off its bronze picket railings. The buffet table is Troscan, from Thomas Lavin, and 
the chandelier is Ochre, purchased at David Sutherland.
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Two custom dining tables with brass bases, 
beside a continuous banquette, can be 
repositioned to allow the family to dine casually 
or formally. The wall art is a commission by 
Dennis Lin. Evoking a string of pearls, the 
chandelier is Larose Guyon from Twentieth.
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Designed to appear clean and minimalistic 
within the great room’s open setting, the 
home’s custom bulthaup kitchen features 
integrated Miele appliances and Dornbracht 
faucets. Calacatta marble lines the counters 
and backsplash. The leather barstools are 
Ochre, from David Sutherland.
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A bar and kitchenette serve as an entertainment 
hub on the home’s beachfront level. Henge 
shelving creates a sculptural display space, 
while the island of Luce di Luna quartzite,  
via Stone Source, showcases striations 
reminiscent of sand. The pendants are RH  
and the stools are Ochre.
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Above: An oversize red cedar sauna on the basement level, beside the home’s gym, comfortably seats up to 
eight people. Integrated LED ceiling cove lighting creates a soft glow in the space.

Left: Panel-formed concrete walls, plaster, vertical sapele wood accents and polished concrete pavers form a spa 
area on the beach level that seamlessly connects outside via pocketing doors. The pool is by Diamond Spas & Pools.
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